Wojtek the Soldier Bear - Quick Facts

Wojtek the Soldier Bear

Quick Facts & Fascinating Truths

The Incredible True Story of Poland's Most Famous Soldier

& Did You Know?

Wojtek wasn't just a mascot—he was officially enlisted as Private Wojtek
with his own serial number (22-22-22) and received the same pay as other

soldiers!

21 1942 24

Years Wojtek lived Year enlisted as Pounds of shells

soldier carried

1963

Year of his passing

& Who Was Wojtek?

Wojtek was a Syrian brown bear who became the most famous soldier in the
Polish Army during World War II. Discovered as an orphaned cub in Persia in 1942,
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he was adopted by the Polish II Corps' 22nd Artillery Supply Company and grew up

with the soldiers.

Species: Syrian Brown Bear (Ursus arctos syriacus)

Birth: Around 1941-1942 in Persia (modern-day Iran)

Length: Over 6 feet when fully grown

Weight: Up to 500 pounds at maturity

Wojtek's Journey Through History

Discovery & Adoption

Found as an orphaned cub by Polish soldiers evacuating from
Soviet labor camps through Persia. A soldier purchased him for

a few canned goods from a Persian boy.

Feb 1943 Official Enlistment

Wojtek was officially enlisted as "Private Wojtek" with serial
number 22-22-22 in the Polish Army. He received the same
treatment as any other soldier.

1944 The Monte Cassino Campaign

Wojtek served actively during the brutal Battle of Monte
Cassino, carrying artillery shells that weighed 24 pounds each.
His contributions were crucial to Polish morale and combat

effectiveness.

1947 New Home in Edinburgh

After the war, most Polish soldiers couldn't return home due to
Soviet occupation. Wojtek became a beloved resident of
Edinburgh Zoo in Scotland, where he reminded visitors of Polish

bravery.

1963 Final Rest

Wojtek passed away at Edinburgh Zoo at age 21. His legacy lives
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on through memorials, statues, and the hearts of all who learn

his incredible story.

@ ¥ Military Service & Achievements

e Official Status: Wojtek was officially enlisted as Private Wojtek with serial

number 22-22-22

e Paybook: Received the same rations as other soldiers and was credited with

combat pay
* Medical Exam: Declared "fit for service" despite being a bear
e Arms Training: Learned to carry and handle artillery shells safely

* Morale Booster: His presence significantly boosted unit morale during difficult

times

¢ Combat Veteran: Survived the brutal Battle of Monte Cassino

@ @ Artillery Role at Monte Cassino

During the Battle of Monte Cassino, Wojtek's most famous contributions included:

e Shell Transport: Carried 24-pound artillery shells to artillery positions

Unit Efficiency: Helped maintain constant fire support during critical assaults

No Injuries: Never dropped a single shell despite heavy enemy fire

Soldier Comfort: Provided emotional support to wounded soldiers

Supply Lines: Helped maintain ammunition supply during intense combat

"Wojtek wasn't just carrying shells, he was carrying our hope. He
reminded us that even in the darkest times, courage and friendship can

survive."
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— Polish soldier from the 22nd Artillery Supply Company

@ it Post-War Legacy & Memorials

Wojtek's story continues to inspire people around the world:

¢ Edinburgh Zoo: Resident from 1947 until his death in 1963
* Polish Immigrant Symbol: Special significance for Polish-British communities

e Memorials Worldwide: Statues and plaques in Edinburgh, Poland, and military
museums

e Cultural Impact: Subject of books, documentaries, and commemorative stamps

e Military Museums: Featured in collections highlighting unusual wartime stories

@ < Species Information

Syrian Brown Bear Facts:

Scientific Name: Ursus arctos syriacus

Size: Smaller than European brown bears, but still reach 400-500 pounds

Habitat: Originally from mountainous regions of Syria, Turkey, and Iran

Diet: Omnivorous - berries, fish, small mammals, and like Wojtek, beer!

e Conservation: Currently endangered with fewer than 150 wild individuals

Want the Complete Story?

Experience Wojtek's incredible journey through Eric Keller's meticulously

researched novel "The Bear Soldier" - a story so unbelievable it must be true!
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The Bear Soldier by Eric Keller

Meticulously researched historical fiction based on declassified military documents

Available on Amazon in Kindle, Paperback, and Hardcover formats

For teacher materials, pronunciation guides, and additional resources,

visit bearsoldier.com
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